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flash

“Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ
to the world. . . . Every individual has a life distinct from all others, and an expe-
rience differing essentially from theirs. God desires that our praise shall ascend
to Him, marked by our own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to
the praise of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christ-like life, have an

irresistible power that works for the salvation of souls” (The Desire of Ages, p. 347).
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do you think?

Every person is unique and different. Write down four
things that make you uniquely “you.”

How are you different from every other person? Do
you feel that these differences make you special? Do
you feel that they cause you to be misunderstood?
Do you enjoy being different, or do you wish you
were like everyone else and “fit in"?

did you
know?

od planned where you'd
be born and where you'd
live for His purpose. Your
race and nationality are no
accident. God left no detail
to chance. He planned it all for His purpose.
The Bible says, “From one man he made all the
nations . . . ; and he marked out their appointed
times in history and the bound-
aries of their lands” (Acts
17:26, NIV). Nothing in your
life is arbitrary. It's all for a
purpose.
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punch [ines

“God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing”
(Psalm 68:6, NIV).

“Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted”
(Psalm 25:16, NIV).

“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed”
(Luke 5:16, NIV).

“But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you

consider their grief and take it in hand. The victims
commit themselves to you; you are the helper of
the fatherless” (Psalm 10:14, NIV).

“They will enter Zion with singing; everlast-

ing joy will crown their heads. Gladness and

joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sigh-
ing will flee away” (Isaiah 35:10, NIV).

further

“To talk of religion in a

casual way, to pray with-
out soul hunger and liv-
ing faith, avails nothing.”
—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 347

“Human love may change, but
Christ's love knows no change.
When we cry to Him for help,
His hand is stretched out to save.”
—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 72
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connectingtolife

changed their outlooks on life? How does our
personal encounter with Jesus change us?

Monday
Read Psalm 139:23, 24.
f a tractor-trailer hit you, would you be
changed? An encounter with such a large
vehicle could not leave you unchanged. How
much more should we be changed by an
encounter with the God of the universe?
The woman with the problem with bleeding
believed that only brushing the hem of Jesus’
robe would heal her. What in your life needs
to be healed by an encounter with Jesus?

Tuesday

Read Psalm 139:4.

c onsider this quote: “Originality does not
consist in saying what no one has ever

said before, but in saying exactly what you

think” (James Fitzjames Stephen).

Ellen White says that God wants our praise to
be “marked by our own individuality.” You can
say it the way you feel it. You can talk the way
you talk. What can you thank God for today
that is perfectly unique to you?
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Wednesday

Sometimes our individuality can make
us feel separate from other people and

misunderstood. How do these verses apply

to you?

Psalm 68:6

~

/this week's reading*\

The Desire of Ages (or Humble
Hero), chapter 36.

*A special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, entitled Humble Hero,
has been created just for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and
Pacific Press® Publishing Association. Get more info about it at:
www.cornerstoneconnections.net. By following this plan you will
\ read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages series each year.

Luke 5:16
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