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LESSON 9

<% CORNERSTONE

getting it right

flash

“We were all debtors to divine justice, but we had nothing with which to pay the
debt. Then the Son of God, who pitied us, paid the price of our redemption. He
became poor that through His poverty we might be rich” (Prophets and Kings,
p. 652).
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do you think?

We should devote ourselves to acts of kindness and good
deeds especially to believers or nonbelievers? Explain your an-
Swer.

Read Galatians 6:10 and consider whether you
think what Paul is asking is backwards or right
on. Why?
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e who truly fears God,
would rather toil day and
night, and eat the bread of
poverty, than to indulge the
passion for gain that oppresses
the widow and fatherless or
turns the stranger from his right”
(Ellen G. White, Prophets
and Kings, p. 651).
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“If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the
land the Loro your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted
toward them. Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever
they need. . . . Give generously to them and do so without a grudg-
ing heart; then because of this the Loro your God will bless
you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to”
(Deuteronomy 15:7-10, NIV).

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you

will fulfill the law of Christ. . . . Therefore, as we have

opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially

to those who belong to the family of believers”
(Galatians 6:2-10, NIV).

“When the day of Pentecost came, they
were all together in one place. . . . They
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. . . . Every day they contin-
ued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of
all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being
saved” (Acts 2:1, 42-47, NIV).

further

“By deeds of liberality toward
His poor we may prove the
sincerity of our gratitude for
the mercy extended to us.”—Ellen G.
White, Prophets and Kings, p. 652
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connecting olife

of “ought” that stirs humanity to decry slavery.
Nehemiah could not believe his countrymen
were taking advantage of the poor seemingly
without conscience. When in your life have
you witnessed something terribly wrong and
didn’'t know what to do about it? Why is it im-
portant that you speak out against evil with
effectiveness like Nehemiah?

Tuesday
Read 2 Corinthians 8:9 and Romans 5:17.

n this week's Further Insight quote from

Prophets and Kings, Ellen White connects
the way Nehemiah and others purchased
back their people from slavery to how Christ
redeemed humanity from sin. In fact, “by
deeds of liberality toward His poor we may
prove the sincerity of our gratitude for the
mercy extended to us” (Prophets and Kings,
p. 652). What opportunities do we have today
to demonstrate our understanding of what
Christ did for us by extending compassion to
others?

Wednesday
Read Galatians 6:2.
R ead the Punch Lines in this week's lesson
and choose two verses that you think
Christians today need to understand and re-
write them in your own words. (Use the Notes
section in the back of this journal to rewrite
these verses.) Be sure to paraphrase this pas-
sage according to how it speaks to you. Pray
that God gives you an opportunity to share
these words with someone else this week.

Thursday
Read Nehemiah 5:12.
he positive way the people of God re-
spond to Nehemiah's challenge is com-
forting. Is there a cause or an opportunity
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his week’s reading
Prophets and Kings, chapters 54; 55.

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and
Kings, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and
Pacific Press®. Get more information about it by going to
www.cornerstoneconnections.net and clicking on “Conflict
of the Ages series.” By following the weekly reading plan,
you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages
series each year.




